1976...The Year of the Heatwave!

The UK history books recall 1976 as being the year of a
heatwave. Between the 22nd of June and the 16t of July it
reaches its peak with the temperature attaining 80°F
(26.7°C) every day of this period. This then contributes to
the worst droughtinthe UKsi nce the 1720’ s

During the year the first commercial Concorde flight takes
off, the brand new Intercity 125 High Speed Train is
introduced and the Queen opens the new National
Exhibition Centre in Birmingham. Southampton F.C. win
the first major trophy of their 91-year history with a
surprise 1-0 win over Manchester United in the FA Cup
Final.

The UK wins the Eurovision Song Contest in Holland with
‘Save Your Kisses for Me’' by The Brotherhood of Man.
James Callaghan takes over as Labour Prime Minister at
the April election.

Pastor Roy Whittall is appointed...

It seems that the lure of a brand new three bedroomed house, an adjacent brand new
church, a beautiful south coast location and an excellent ladder of schools did the trick in
terms of securing a permanent pastor. .

As we learnt in the earlier chapter, after the Rev. & Mrs
Charles Brown had moved to Dorset the post at
Tuddenham Evangelical Church was filled by Pastor
Roy Whittall and his wife Christine. Roy served as
Pastor there from 1970 — 1976 in ‘tent-making’ mode
with a full time job doing clerical work in Ipswich where
they lived. Roy explained how the move to Broadstone
happened so we can hear the story in his own words.

“While at Tuddenham 1 kept in touch with Charles
and he informed me of the developments at Broadstone,
the building of the new church, the manse and the
desire of the church to appoint a full time pastor.

Young Roy and Christine at
Tuddenham Chapel in 1971

In January 1976 an invitation was extended to visit Broadstone to preach at two services
and view the newly constructed empty manse. We stayed with treasurer Mrs Lucy Perrett
who was living at Langdon Road, Parkstone. The interview was in front of the deacons
who at that time were Mr Leonard Henman, Mr Eric Cheeseman and his son Derek
Cheeseman. Our good friend Charles, although not a deacon at the time, also sat in.

As the church had invited a number of potential pastors, I had tendered my resignation at
Tuddenham and had a full time secular job. So I was in no hurry or under any pressure
to move and I suggested to the church that they worked their way through their list of
applicants. In due course all their names were called elsewhere and I was called to re-
visit and the offer was made for me to become the full time pastor of the new Broadstone
Evangelical Free Church. The move from Suff ol
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A profile of Roy and Christine...

Roywas born in ‘Daisy Cottage’ , Bi s h odpEOctolacs 19H4e
to Albert and Marjorie Whittall. He was the eldest of four children with brother Eric and
sisters Olwyn and Joyce. Father Bert was a farm worker and latterly a council worker at
Shrewsbury Livestock Market and Marjorie was a housewife & part-time domestic worker.

Roy recalls that the family initially went to a small C. of E.
church in the village of Albrighton, near Shrewsbury where they
lived but they really loved the non-conformist services and took
the opportunity whenever possible to go to the nearest
Methodist Church despite a longer journey.

“Sunday School was at the village church where the children sat
inthepews and the Vi car —so visudl aidst oa
anything in those days! Each week we were given a sticker with

t-\ I
Bible Stories on to stick in a book. So we were taught the Bible ~ -

Stories — but not the gospel!” Pastor Roy Whittall
Sept. 1976 - July 1989

Things changed when Roy Curtis an evangelist with the

€0D's WORD Shropshire CMVC (Caravan Mission to Village Children)
"Therefore if you have any visited the two hamlets of Broad Oak and Albrighton as part
encouragement from being united of his mission. He subsequently took over the Sunday

w.i'rh Ch"i-'j*' if any comfort f"°"‘ School at Harlescott Grange (a suburb of Shrewsbury) and
h;ls love, if any commzn sharing :j" invited the children he had met to go along, with the result
Wl € 1 ) WL B that over twenty children and young people from the two

o + .
compassion. he.n rnt.:ke m.y doy hamlets he had visited took up the offer.
complete by being like-minded,

having the same love, being one in

Roy Whittall picks up the story for us. ®* Roy Curt
spirit and of one mind.”

started a Bible Class for teenagers and upwards using the
Philippians 2 Verses 1 & 2 Lansdowne Bible Study notes of Francis Dixon and for the
New International Version first time I became aware of being a sinner, Christ dying for
me and my need to respond. Up until this time I thought
that I was a Christian because of my good works.

When my parents became founder members of The
Harlescott Grange Evangelical Church, Roy Curtis visited
them and I asked if I could become a member and he said,
“Yes, there i s ondiffyow knew the bodd
Jesus Christ as your Bptersldadro
hesitation i n,]Isasyprobaply “1&/ &t sHe time.
My conversion was not dramatic, but a response to the
solid Bible/Gospel teaching I received through Roy Curtis.”

e

Hope Churclt, Harlescott Grange
Originally The Grange Free Chur

After leaving school at seventeen in 1961, Roy took a job locally with the GPO Telephone
Manager ' s (nowfBritisheTelecom). With plans already in his mind to go to the
London Bible College, Roy wanted to earn and save as much money as he could before
heading south. In 1967 towards the end of his time there Roy was instrumental with
others in establishing a Post Office Christian Association (POCA) group in Telephone
House, at Shrewsbury.
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Christine, Bible College and Family...

Christine Read was born on the 8th of April 1947 in Market Harborough in Leicestershire
and came from a non-Christian home. It was in 1960 that Christine moved to
Shrewsbury and then in 1962 she met Roy at a Christian youth club in the town. Some
months later, whi | e attending a speci al meeting at R
leaving school she first worked in an office at a finance company.

In 1967 at 23 Roy entered the London Bible College for a three year period to study
towards his Diploma of Theology, which he then obtained as an extra mural student. He
took a very pragmatic approach to theological training and went to college with the view
that he would do the training while he could do it and not be saying t hat he ¢
because he was married and had two children! During this time Chris worked in a Salop
County Council Childrens’ Home in Shrewsbury, where she became senior house mother.

After eight years of courtship, Roy and Christine
were married in Shrewsbury on 12th September
1970 at their home church Harlescott Grange
Evangelical Free Church.

Following their marriage they experienced the
heartbreak of a stillborn son in January 1973 but
then in the September of the same year ten year ;
old Paul Davey, who had been living in care from | ?

the age of five, came to stay with Roy and

Family Whittall in 1980 - Christine & Roy
Christine. with left to right, Paul, Chloe and Philip.
Paul had a severe learning disability and previously he just spent his school holidays with
them. The permanent fostering transformed Paul who responded greatly to the love and
care showered upon him. Paul now lives about 8 miles away from the Whittalls and has
just turned 51 years old.

However over the course of the next nine years they also had two children of their own, a
boy and a girl who were christened Philip Roy and Chloe Helen. Philip was born in Ipswich
on the 28t of April 1975 so was just 18 months old when the move to Dorset came about.
He went to Broadstone First, the Middle School and then to Corfe Hills secondary. Philip is
married to Emma and they now have two children, Noah and Anna.

Chloe arrived after the move to Dorset and was born in Poole Hospital on the 1st of March
1979. She attended Broadstone First School but then the family moved back north.

Grass roots experience while studying...

During his three years at London Bible College, Roy
was introduced to Westminster Baptist Church at
No. 100 Horseferry Rd, in the City of Westminster,
SW1 where he led an evangelistic team for two years.

Part of this evangelistic work involved visiting the
nearby Peabody Trust Houses and the area of
Millbank. See next page.

Then with studies completed Roy moved back up to

. . Westminster Baptist Church
Shropshire and waited on the Lord. » ’

Horseferry Road, London, SW1P
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The Peabody Trust is one of London's oldest and largest housing associations. It is
also a registered charity and urban regeneration agency. It was founded in 1862 by the
remarkable American banker, diplomat and philanthropist George Peabody, to tackle the
poverty he saw around him in his adopted home of London.

He was an inspirational figure and his sense of social justice formed the foundations of
the trust. He pioneered social housing with such unheard-of luxuries as separate
laundry rooms and space for children to play, at a time when the capital had some of
the most horrific slums in Europe. The first Peabody Housing estate, in Spitalfields, was
opened in 1864.

Since then, the organisation has grown to house almost 50,000 people and continues to
build on its pioneering history, adapting to the changing needs of Londoners with
innovations in affordable, sustainable housing.

Shropshire [ East Anglia|[ Dorset ... ] adi O 2
Soon after their marriage Roy and Christine were [ A
about to embark on their Christian preaching life
journey together and the call as you have read
earlier was to East Anglia.

EVANGEL\BAL FREE

Roy had secured a full time job in Ipswich. The area
church recognized his pastoral gifts and he was
introduced to the work of the Datchet Evangelical
Fellowship. Roy recalls:

“At this time I had a growing conviction that the Lord wanted me to combine my
experience of my country upbringing and pastoral gifts to reach people in villages with the
gospel.” Then through the Datchet Fellowship Roy became Pastor at the Tuddenham
Chapel taking over as we know from Charles Brown who was Bournemouth bound.

The Broadstone deacons dutifully checked Roy’
the feedback they were given: “Mr Whittall applied himself to visitation in the village, and
many homes were opened to him. When he left the chapel he was greatly missed. He was
a worthy successor to Pastor Brown, who warmly commends both him and his wife.”

A Wednesday pm Broadstone E.F.C. Ladies
Fellowship, meeting in 1977. This is in the
new building with the cinema seats and the
infra-red heaters which almost burnt people’s
heads when they stood up to sing!

BackrowL 0 R: Ada Belling, A Pearce (Sybil
Hewer's Mother), Daisy Budgell, Freda Walton,
Not known, Mrs Chamberlain.

Middle Row L 8 R: Lucy Perrett, Mrs Goodwim,
Mrs Berry

Front RowL & R: Mrs Tester, Lily Brown, Mrs
Hordall? Edith Barber and Mrs Bendle (from
Rossmore)
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First wedding at the church and a first for the pastor!...

You may recall back in the section relating to Harry Rogers’ Pastorate we featured a
photograph of the marriage of Joan and John Fricker in May 1957 at the original wooden
church. Now we <can fast forward 20 years and
daughter Carol who ran the Sunday School and youth group to marry her fiancé Paul.
This is in the new churchwithPaul s br ot her Pet eBasta Roybffdatingn
at his first wedding.

We are very grateful to Carol for supplying the set of photographs recording her big day as
she came down the aisle as Mrs Eaton on Saturday 10t September 1977.

However there is also a behind the scenes story to tell of a double marriage that the guests
were totally unawar heme fwas aRudsyaketwdth the Registrar who turned
up an hour earlyl! She couldn’t wait as she was due at
we wanted her at Broadstone! We rang the Frickers and they got everyone up to the
Church - they were always punctuall We married them in the vestry - just the legal bits
and then Carol went down the side of the church with her dad and came into the church
for the official service. Husband Paul had the marriage certificate in his pocket!”

The pictures of Carol’s big day give us a glimpse of how the church looked in its first year.
As the happy couple come down the aisle we can see the very blue walls and floor décor,
the trusty cinema seats and the or i gi-rCadcified arda
Risen.” Out si de we c aahchgrehenoticé®ard and ghe wrought iron gates.

The little bridesmaid is Carol
the page boy is Philip Whittall — both children were born mid
1975 so they were just over two at the time. The other two [
bridesmaids were Carol’'s other |

Alison moved to Cornwall and she and her husband
established a church plant in St Austell. Carol and Paul now |
have five children of their own Daniel, Carla, Kelly, Stephen
& Matthew plus two grandchildren born to Daniel and Cindy
namely Kyran and Callum.
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1977 First full year at Broadstone...

Roy r e clavhsl the, first full-time pastor at the newly constructed church and it was
naturally expected that I took on a wider responsibility including visitation in the area.
Because the church had a good relationship with some excellent men of God who had
served the church as visiting preachers for many years, I agreed that I would not do all
the preaching and these men should continue to come. After all they knew the
congregation better than their new pastor!

This custom continued throughout my ministry with my growing involvement in mid-
week children’” s andcipleshipg gnoums ra®wef as, sondei Ssinday ministry
(usually one Sunday service per week — sometimes two). The Church had 18 members
(only 12 attending) when we started and they were offering to pay us £25 per week and
the offerings were around £17.50. This was faith on their part and impressed us and we
wanted to ‘get out on a pr ay @hroughodt oar yewrsnigpre o
stipend was steadily increased and every year the accounts were always showing a
balance — albeit very close at times!”

The B.E.F.C. sixteen page newsletter from September 1978 was
prefaced by ‘Your friend and Pastor Roy Whittall’ and carried a list of
services for the final quarter including the Christmas Carol Service.

It seems that the Pastor’'s car had
funds had been generously raised and a new vehicle obtained. Also
Mrs Barbara Cheeseman needed a bicycle so transport issues were
clearly significant! There was also a report from Creekmoor where the
village hall was being used for Sunday School. More on next page.

i
i

As our photographs below show, quite suddenly on New Years Eve 1978, Dorset
experienced a snowfall quite unlike anything seen for many years. Roy recalls the
occasion.“" Everyt hing ground t drheaconnauhnity spirdt was3wortlarfuk-
just like the war times (I was told!) with no cars and everyone talking to neighbours and
asking if they wanted any shopping etc.

It was a wonderful atmosphere on the hill outside the church where families were sledging
all afternoon/evening. Obviously we had no church services and I spent the whole of the
Sunday morning digging pathways to the bungalows in Selby Close! It proved to be a
‘wav'i nto the whole area for the next 13 vears!”

Chris digs her way out of the manse - Jan.1979 A warm welcome to sunny and mild Dorset!
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The Creekmoor Christian Fellowship...

In the early eighties, pioneered by stalwarts Mike and Heather
Heckford and with the assistance of John and Joan Fricker, Len
and Gwen Smith, and Rod and Cherri Brown, a church plant
from York Road was established in nearby Creekmoor. With the
blessing of Pastor Roy the ‘Creekmoor Christian Fellowship’ ran
for over five years in the original village hall in Creekmoor Lane.

Mike was born at 69 York Road, Broadstone the home of his great
aunt. Mike and Heather were married in 1964 and after just a
year in Corfe Mullen they moved to Creekmoor. In those days it
was a much isolated community having the Upton dual
carriageway on one side and the railway lines on the other two.

~

Mike & Heather Heckford

_ . . . pictured in their home at
Creekmoor Christian Fellowship (CCF) welcomed an impressive Oakdale in 1988 on the

150 children in total, many of whom were recruited from going  ,ccasion of their 25th
around the streets and knocking on doors. Wedding Anniversary.

GREETINGS FROM
REEK]

canis CREEKNOOR Initially the schedule was Sunday School at 10.00 am, then a morning
AN FELLOWSHIP

| e service at 11.00am and then after a few years an evening service was

i gr””% added. Mike would lead the services and Roy would visit to take

: / . ﬁ%’ ¢y communion on a regular basis. However when the new ChristChurch was

STV T built some of the fellowship expressed a desire to join it and with much
T sadness in March 1985 Creekmoor Christian Fellowship closed.

=& _a AR u»;..;v“m i - S s LN
Spot the leaders in this wonderful black and white picture of a Creekmoor Fellowship fun day. They
are: Back left Gwen Smith, Mike Heckford (with arm in the air) and next to him are Rod and Cherry
Brown - then at the back right with a white shirt and tie is Roy Whittall - on the guitar is Derek
Cheeseman and to the right of him Barbara Cheeseman and extreme right is Heather Heckford.
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